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Making a Way into the Fall Season!
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COMMANDER’S CORNER:
Hello Make A Way - friends and family of the 524th CSB.  What a great ride commanding the 524th has been for the last couple of months.  Thanks goes to everyone who has helped Meg and my children transition to life on Hawaii and become accustomed to the unique characteristics of the Make a Way Battalion.  

During the last eighty days we have been really busy.  In July, our equipment rolled off the boat from our successful deployment to Thailand in support of the annual COBRA GOLD exercise.  At exactly the same time we assumed the Outload Support Battalion mission in which we successfully out-loaded a Hawaiian reserve unit to OEF.  In addition to the myriad of activities surrounding OSB – we made a great name for the battalion by serving with great dignity and precision during countless Honor Guard burial details honoring veterans graveside.  

Our softball team went out and crushed the competition here on Schofield and made it to the finals in the All Hawaii tournament – where we spanked the Tripler hospital team in the first game (their first loss of the season) and they returned the favor in the championship final.

We initiated three ROTC cadets over the summer and showed them what the real Army is like.  They arrived at a good time because they participated in recovery and headed out to the field with platoons to work on field craft with our Soldiers.  The Soldiers of the MAKE A WAY Battalion kept them hopping.

The huge Makua Valley fire required days of support from the 25th Trans Company.  Their contribution to carting firefighters around was instrumental in saving the valley.  Right on the heels of the fire, the battalion headquarters and detachment rolled to the field in the Kahukus, and worked out the kinks of working with a new chain of command.  We learned a lot about the tenacity of the 524 Soldiers and NCO’s throughout that week.  

In September, we sent our best water team to Fort Story to compete in the ROWPU Rodeo against the entire Army.  After the first few days our team was sitting in the top five, but the surf of the Chesapeake Bay beat us on the last day.  We ended up taking tenth place – but the bragging rights for the best team in the Pacific still sits with the Water Dawgs of 40th QM.  The rest of 40th continued to demonstrate their proficiency in slingload operations and joint ops with the Marines.

The LIGHTNING THRUST WARRIOR (LTW) exercise in September turned out to be an exercise where the battalion learned to execute its garrison and go to war mission in the field.  Kudos go to all the NCO’s and officers who worked to update our tactics, techniques and procedures during the exercise and the Soldiers who showed us what right looks like.  

Last minute missions sprung up three times during this quarter.  Forty Soldiers from 25th Trans Company headed to the desert of California to support 25th ID for 30 days.  There is a great article in the Hawaii Army Weekly dated 26 Sept. detailing their exploits.  We also sent a 12 man team to the Philippines to support an outload mission of the Philippine Army and another team to Thailand to support an outload mission of the Thai Army.  A Big Hoo-Ah goes out to the Soldiers and families who supported these missions – sometimes with just 24 hours notice.

Upcoming activities for the battalion are a Base Support Mission (tent city) down at Pearl Harbor, Convoy certification lane training coupled with live fires and Make a Difference Day where we will be assisting the Nanakuli Jr. High School on various projects to clean up the campus and help them build a new green house.

Our 40th QM Company will change hands from CPT Mike Triplett to CPT Kristine Mobley in October completing the majority of leadership changes until next summer.  What a great team environment Mike and Tammy have cultivated during their tenure with the Log Dawgs…….Hoo-AH and God speed.

Finally – everyone deserves a pat on the back for the battalion receiving the Group Motor Pool of the Quarter for 3d Qtr 03 – and surpassing our Reenlistment goals for Fiscal Year (FY) 2003.  With a plate as full of missions as ours, it is a testament to our Reenlistment NCO’s, Commanders, mechanics, Soldiers and first line leaders that we set the marker high for the entire 45th CSG.  Let’s MAKE A WAY and keep up the great work in FY 2004.  
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MAKE A WAY

LTC Brian Haebig

Battalion Commander

meg Haebig’s Corner:
I am thrilled to be a part of the 524th CSB "MAKE A WAY" family and want to thank everyone for making me feel so welcome.  As we enter the Fall season, I'd like to remind everyone of the important balance between work and family.  Our Soldiers will be extra busy preparing for potential deployments, but it is also a time to create some fun family memories.  Memories will carry us through our potential separation.  Spend some quality time with your children.  Reading a story and tucking the kids in at night is extremely important in these uncertain times.


As your Family Readiness Group (FRG) coordinator, I must urge you to start thinking ahead.  Next year will hold many challenges for us all.  Make sure you know who your FRG representative is and be sure they have all your current information (i.e. address, phone #, Names of children and any unique situations you may have).  Also, attending predeployment classes will be beneficial.  The unit will provide some of these classes for you.  Army Community Services (ACS) in building 2091 on Kole Kole Road will also be giving a slue of free classes in the next few months.  


Once again, thanks so much for the great welcome you've given our family into the battalion.  Please don't hesitate to call me if you have any questions concerning the FRG or the Army community in general.  ***The first 524 CSB spouse to call me at 624-8171, after reading this will receive a Make A Way gift!  I look forward to hearing from you!  

MAKE A WAY

Meg Haebig

*  ACS is hosting a Deployment Preparation Open House, Friday, November 14th from 10:00 – 6:00 PM at the Schofield Barracks ACS Center (PH 655-2400)  See You There……….

CSM’s CORNER:

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of the Soldiers in the 524th CSB for your outstanding dedication to duty and perseverance.  The “Make A Way” Battalion has gone past the 365 DUI Free Day.  This is a great achievement and is indicative of your discipline.  Lets continue with no DUIs for another year!  HOOAH!!


We are heading into the first quarter, FY 04, and there is much to look forward to.  With the possibility of future deployments, we need to make sure our families are prepared.  Take a look at your SGLI/DD93 to ensure it’s updated.  Also, for single Soldier families, make sure your Family Care Plans are up to date.

If you have any concerns or doubts about deployments, use your chain of command to quash the unknowns and don’t forget the Battalion Chaplin.  Chaplin Wehlage is a great source of information and provides personal guidance for spiritual fitness.  

Other events in the 1st QTR will be an NCO induction ceremony to recognize our newly promoted sergeants and welcome them to the NCO Corps!  SFC Potter, SGT (P) Terrill and Audie Murphy members will be spearheading the Battalion’s “Holiday Party” to be held in December 03.  This will be a great event to enjoy good company, food and music, as well as, commemorate those who have fallen.

Notably, I would like to congratulate SFC Waters (Roadmasters) and SFC Young (Rock Steady), the newest 524th CSB Audie Murphy inductees.  Their entry into this prestigious Audie Murphy Club is a great honor and achievement.  It will set them apart from their peers for the rest of their Army Career.  I challenge all NCOs to compete.  Please stop by my office any time for more information or see your 1SG.

On another note, one of my concerns as the Battalion CSM is the large number of Soldiers and NCOs with a GT score under 100. The classes to prep you for a retest are free.  You have a total of two tests to improve your score.  If you don’t like the score you received on your first retest, you must wait six months to take the second and last test.  Soldiers and NCOs who do not improve their GT scores limit their re-enlistment opportunities.  Remember, if your scores in other areas drop, this will limit your ability to re-class if that is something you’re considering.  Another concern is basic PMCS of vehicles and weapons systems. This could be a matter of life and death.  Ensure you are continuously training to maintain!!


We have many changes coming down the road for the Army.  Soldiers can look forward to pay raises in January 04, along with new uniform policy changes. The Army is going to authorize the large black belt, new brown T-shirts that wick away water and new socks that will also wick away moisture.  We will eventually be getting new BDUs with a new pattern and no shine black boots.  Continue to stay focused and adhere to the Division standards in the blue book.

In closing, I am proud to be part of a great organization with a proud heritage.  Ask yourself; Am I ready to fight?  Can I survive in the heat of battle? Is your war face on?  If the time comes to write another “Make A Way” story will you be part of its great history?
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Make A Way

CSM Lynette Harper 

Company Cdr/1SG Corner

Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
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I am CPT Wayne Lacey, the new Headquarter’s and Headquarter’s Detachment Commander to the Make A Way Battalion since April.  I have spent the past couple years in Hawaii at either Division Artillery or 2-11 Field Artillery.

Since I am a Field Artillery officer, much of what we do in service support is new and interesting to me.  

    
My wife is Roberta Lacey.  We’ve been married almost 12 years, and have a two-year-old daughter, Nicole, who was born here on Oahu.

     
Since I joined the Make A Way team, HHD has had some terrific experiences, starting with Cobra Gold in Thailand.  Even as I took the Guidon, the old command team was executing their detailed plan to deploy the Detachment and control the Battalion’s movement to Fort Thanarat, Thailand.  The exercise was an unqualified success, with most of HHD’s Soldiers getting the chance to interact with Thai Soldiers and civilians in a variety of roles.  Many of us even had the incredible good fortune to visit the capitol, Bangkok, for a couple days of well-deserved rest and sightseeing.  What a great way to start command of a new unit--deployed half way around the world with a group of great Soldiers who love their jobs!

     
Since successfully returning from Thailand, we’ve had a couple more field exercises.  The first was a Detachment mission to Kahuku Training Area on Oahu’s north shore, and the second was as part of a Battalion mission to Area X-Ray (on Schofield) in support of the Division’s Lightning Thrust Warrior exercise.  We’ve had some great opportunities to refine our mission support skills, and looking at our long-range calendar, we’ll have plenty more to keep us busy over the next year.

Rock Steady

CPT Wayne Lacey

Commanding

    
To all of the Rock Steady Soldiers, I want to thank you for all the hard work that went into making all of the last quarter’s deployments a total success.  I would also like to take this time to thank all of the Rock Steady Soldiers for making my stay as the Detachment First Sergeant a successful one; my success is only the result of others doing the work, and doing it well.  Yes, this does sound like a good-bye thanks. Unfortunately my time has come to turn the reigns over to another great leader, SFC Young, an excellent choice to an already successful command team, good luck SFC Young.  To CPT Lacey, thanks for believing in me as your First  Sergeant.  

Rock Steady

1SG David Keane

Steady 7 Out

25th Transportation Company
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True to form, the 25th Transportation Company (LMT) Roadmasters have been busy covering and gaining new ground as they traveled from the jungles of Camp Thanarat, Thailand, to the desert of the National Training Center at Ft. Irwin, California.   To jump-start the summer, over fifty members of the company returned from Thailand in June where they supported the Second Brigade Combat Team.  With the wheels still rolling, the company prepared for its Change of Command Ceremony in mid July.  The company bid farewell to CPT Cary Bathrick who turned over the reins of command to CPT Jason Burwell.  He is joined, at the wheel, by his wife Min Kyoung, and his daughter Mackenzie.

As summer slowly turned into fall, another forty Soldiers represented the Roadmasters at Fort Irwin.  The 25th Transportation Company has also seen many new faces in the ranks to include SGT Montes and her little girl, SSG and Mrs. Ewings and their daughter, and SPC Gillard and Mrs. Gillard and their baby.  Welcome to the family!  Twenty-fifth Trans would also like to congratulate SGT Reese, SPC Hatch, SPC Espinoza, and SPC Jones on completing the Primary Leadership Development Course (PLDC) this past summer.  The skills and knowledge gained from this school were put to the test as the Roadmasters participated in Lighting Thrust Warrior with the 524th Corps Support Battalion.  “[This field exercise is] a great learning experience for a new private in the Army.  It helps us learn about what training and life might be like in a real-world deployment,” says PV2 Monica Cooper. “Right now the Army is at a critical point where units need to test their equipment and properly train its personnel.  This field exercise with the Battalion was successful because it did just that.  This assessment will play a big part in our future training plans for mission readiness,” added 1LT Andra Allison.  The wheels continue to roll quickly forward into the new fiscal year as the Roadmasters transition into Red Cycle Taskings, high turnover of personnel, continued mission support, and value added training.  The 25th chain of command would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for the outstanding support that the Roadmaster families have given to the company for the past six months.

Roadmasters

CPT Jason Burwell

Commanding
40th Quartermaster Comments
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Our performance this past six months has been nothing less than absolutely outstanding, and I want everyone to know how proud I am of your accomplishments. I want to thank everyone for their support during our many deployments and fundraising events that have benefited our Soldiers and their families. We returned from Cobra Gold setting all new records in the supply field.  I’ve never been more proud of this company than after our deployment to Thailand.

The water platoon trained and rebuilt their ROWPU’s during this past year.   The knowledge you gained from this experience has been well noticed.  You did an outstanding job during your first ROWPU Rodeo.  You are all new in the company, and I’m sure you will make great progress in next year’s competition.  

POL platoon, you have continued to increase your personnel numbers and improve in all training areas.  I would like to thank SFC Young for all his hard work and dedication.  You were a great leader and mentor for your Soldiers.  Welcome SFC Mustaffa, you have some great training ideas for your platoon that should increase the readiness of your equipment.  Take care of your Soldiers and good luck.  

SSA, you do an outstanding job supporting the company not only through your daily warehouse operations, but you have also carried the company in a lot of the red cycle taskings:  OSB, Funeral Details, FKLT operations and so on.  Your hard work and dedication during Cobra Gold with AAFES, Class I and OCIF supported a lot of Soldiers.  They counted on you and you came through.   Thanks for your hard work and keeping focused on the mission at hand.  

HQ, you are great!  You have made commanding this company an outstanding experience for me.  I could always count on the Motorpool to come thru when it counted most.  The training you conducted was always above standard, and your Soldiers seemed to be the most motivated and energetic in the company.  

To my Platoon Sergeants, thank you for all your support and knowledge.  We all had our ups and downs with one another but kept the mission at hand as our main focus.  You are great Soldiers and friends, and I will never forget the good times we had in the field and in garrison.  I would like to have all of you on my team again in the future.  Good Luck!  

To my Lieutenants, you’ve done a great job.  I couldn’t have been more blessed in this company than to have you as my PL’s.  Most of you were prior enlisted and came with a great span of knowledge and experience.   You wasted no time-sharing and teaching what you know.  You will make great commanders and future leaders in this fast paced Army.  I’m sure we will work together again. 

1SG, you’ve done a great job coming into the company.  You have a good vision for the unit, now all you have to do is execute.  Support the new commander like you supported me and you will do great.  Good Luck and stay in touch.

 
I am proud to announce our latest additions to the Log Dawg family:

SSG Grable and his wife, Sandra, gave birth to a boy, David Grable .

PV2 Rivera gave birth to a boy, Angelo Rene.  

SSG Watt and his wife, LT Watt, gave birth to a girl, Olivia.

SPC Willey and his wife, Roberta, gave birth to a boy, Patrick.

It is time once again to hail the new faces in the crowd and bid farewell to those whose time has come to move on to bigger and better things. We want to welcome PV2 Orbe, PFC Natividad, PV2 Withers, PV2 Halonen, 1LT Reilly, PFC Chisholm, SSG Gethers, 1LT Faleatua, PV2 Mills, PV2 Seyler, PV2 Davila, SPC Pilson, SGT Gillis, PFC Shaw, SPC Bradley and SPC Pruitt. Those departing us are SSG Delao, SPC Foster, SPC Fox, SGT Hancock, SGT Anamaria, SGT Fields, SGT Booker, SGT Sanchez and 1SG Farrow.  We wish you well and Godspeed!

Tammy and I want to thank all of the spouses and dependents in the Log Dawg family for your wonderful contributions to the company and the FRG activities.  We enjoyed getting to know you and your families.   Most importantly we want to thank you for the support you give to your Soldier.  You are the true heroes of our family.  We wish all of you much happiness and success!

Good luck and God Bless!!

Log Dawgs

CPT Mike Triplett and Tammy Triplett

Log Dawg 6 Out!

From the Chaplain’s Office:

SHOULD WE STAY OR SHOULD WE GO?

Deployment!!! NOT Again!  The ever-increasing operational tempo is placing Soldiers in high demand.  While it is not certain who exactly will go, in the months to come, many Soldiers Army-wide will be once again separated from family members.  Families must be wise when deciding how to best navigate the forced separation for the good of everyone involved.  For many, the point of decision is whether to stay on the island or return home to family members during the deployment.  In making this decision, carefully weigh the reasons to stay and the reasons to go.

REASONS TO STAY! Which Environment offers the most support?  Living close to a military installation, affords families of deployed service members numerous aspects of support.  Family support centers are often activated with video teleconference ability, allowing families to communicate with deployed loved ones.  Family readiness group meetings offer up-to-the-minute information concerning Soldier news and deployment timelines.   The emotional support from other spouses of deployed solders is unmatched.  Only army spouses understand the emotional burden of deployment.  Experienced spouses have an uncanny ability to care for and support young army spouses during these difficult months.  If you are an experienced spouse, your mentoring ability is much needed in your military community.  There will be new spouses who need the guidance and insight that only your years of experience can provide.  Financially, many families find it better to remain in place during a deployment.  The additional financial costs and emotional burdens associated with a temporary move stateside are many, leaving some families deciding to remain on-island.

REASONS TO GO!  If you and the kids can’t be with your Soldier, stateside family members or close friends are an invaluable resource during a time of separation.  For some family members, deployments are an opportune time to reacquaint the children with grandparents or other special relatives.  Remember, however, that packing up a family and moving stateside is quite a task. There are many practical questions a family must answer before making this decision.  Be very certain about your government entitlements associated with early returns or extended visits to the mainland.  Remember, deployment timelines are unpredictable and are sometimes extended or shortened with very little notice.  Discover for yourself all the facts before you decide.

Above all, pray about the decision.  After all, who offers the most support, but God Himself.   

God Makes A Way

Chaplain Wehlage

FROM THE Make a WAY Staff:
Checklists are great because they help you to think through some of the details. Though it does not cover everything, the Deployment Checklist below (adapted from http://www.njredcross.org/ programs/militaryFamiliesDeployment.asp#2) ) will help you to organize your thoughts.  And since each Soldier is in a unique situation when it comes to preparing themselves and their loved ones for deployment, knowing someone (your spouse, parent, sibling) has your information provides some added peace of mind and ensures you are ready to go on a moment’s notice._______________ 

General 

· Your Contact should know the exact name of the unit as well as the names and ranks of chain of command. 

· Know service member's full name, social security number, and complete military address. 

· Have emergency plans in place. 

Your Finances 

· Plan ahead / Have enough saved. 

· Discuss what and when bills are due, where receipts are kept, etc. 

· Create family budget.

Around the House 

· Extra set of car keys. 

· List of repairpersons to call. 

· Location of utility (water/electricity/gas) shutoff valves. 

· Know your neighbors.

Family Matters 

· Child care plan. 

· Elder care plan. 

· Emergency plan for pets.

Legal Affairs 

· Have Will. 

· Have Power of Attorney. 

· Have Military I.D.

Communications 

· Pre-addressed, stamped post cards, pens. 

· Phone Cards

· Address Book  

· Know how to contact your local American Red Cross 
Make A Way

Major Mate

Battalion Executive Officer

S2/3 Shop

Greetings from the S2/S3 shop as another fiscal year comes to a close and the Make A Way Battalion is on the go.  We have some new faces on the S2/S3 team; SFC Lynette Scott came to us from DISCOM and is a great addition to our team.  CPT Cary Bathrick is not new to the 524th CSB but he is a new member to the S2/S3.  Welcome goes out to you both.

Lightning Thrust Warrior is behind us and the new fiscal year is upon us.  After Tropic Lightning Week we have some great METL based training planned for the future.  In October, we’ve got the Makalapa tent city mission from 14-25 Oct 03.  We also have some great Convoy STX Lane training in the works.  We have some ranges in November, the M9 on the 4th and the M16 on the 6th.  With the ever-growing possibility of Real World deployments coming up, now is the time to focus on the kind of training that is going to keep you in the fight.  “Make A Way”, “Fight To Serve”, “Tropic Lightning”.

Make A Way

1LT Edgerton

S-3 Asst. OIC

S-4 Shop

I thought I would take this time to introduce myself as the new Battalion S-4 OIC.  I recently took over the reins from CPT Brent Conner who has since PCS’d to attend the Captain’s Course at Ft. Lee, VA.   I have already found this new position to be challenging to say the least and a definite change from my old job as Platoon Leader for 2nd Platoon in the 25th Transportation Company.  However, I am also pleased and privileged to have the experience and knowledge from SFC Robert Brown in the S-4 NCOIC position to make sure I do not go astray.  Together we have been working hard to end out the fiscal year and prepare for the renewal of the funds for the 524th  CSB.  The planning for next year’s budget is actually an area that should be of interest for all those in the Battalion with the potential for a real world deployment.  The S-4 shop is currently compiling a prioritized list for purchases that are intended to maximize our Battalion’s ability to provide quality Combat Service Support in any of the current theaters for the war on terrorism.  Your role as a 524th CSB Soldier is to help identify areas that need the most improvement and bring those issues up through your chain of command.  These improvements can include anything; ring mounts, communications equipment, and tents just to name a few.  The more input we receive will make our list more complete and allow us to put our best foot forward when it comes to upgrading the battalion’s combat power.  This is your chance to bring up fresh ideas that you may have seen in prior units or deployment that made life and mission accomplishment easier.  Granted not all requests will be filled, but you never know when that one idea that you have might be a key ingredient to increasing our productivity and making a significant impact for the Battalion.   

Finally, I would like to welcome our newest Soldier to the S-4 shop, SPC Nieves coming to us from Ft. Bliss.  I know she will be a great addition to the S-4 team.  I look forward to my service as the Battalion S-4 and the challenges that lie ahead in the next few months.  

Make A Way!

1LT Matthew Way

S-4

SPO Shop

Below are the names of Soldiers who were deployed to the Philippines in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  The team deployed with 36 hours notice.  While there, they trained the Philippines Army on proper palletization of equipment.  The main mission was to deploy the Philippines contingency army personnel (part of the multinational force) to Iraq.  The Soldiers of the 524th worked hard and long hours to deploy PAX and  tons of equipment including ammo.  The team made sure that all hazardous material was properly labeled and that all Philippine equipment met US environmental standards.

1LT Meyer, Roderic

MSG Caruso, Gustavo

SSG Watt, Marcus

SGT Adams, Ernest

SPC Halls, Jamie

SPC Lane, Sean

SPC Cob, Joseph

SPC Sheppard, Travis

PVT Hutchins, James

Make A Way

MSG Gustavo Caruso
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