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Commander’s Corner


LSV-2:  The LSV-2 is currently moored at ford island due to the crew’s deployement aboard the LSV-5.  SFC Koleski and a small contingency are keeping the LSV-2 in tip top shape by performing some well needed maintenance.  When CW3 Berg returns from leave he will be pleasantly surprised to see the shiny new paint job the vessel will be sporting.  Job well done to SFC Koleski and his stay behind crew.





LSV-5:  Mr. Spence continues to spearhead the depot level maintenance repairs.  The boat has had some little “gremlins” aboard, which have affected the engines and generators.  As a result, it is behind schedule, but rest assured, with the crew of the LSV-2 on board, the LSV-5 is in good hands.  I expect the LSV-5 to conduct sea trials during the first week of April.  Pending the results the LSV-5 should be underway to hawaii sometime during the second week of April. 


HSV-X1:  The long awaited arrival of the HSV and crew is near.  The crew should arrive in Ford Island on or about 13 April 2004.  The crew has been doing great things since the HSV’s maiden voyage from Hobart, Australia in mid-February.  The crew made army history last month by conducting the first army helicopter operations aboard an army vessel.  the crew has done great things during their deployment and I’m extremely proud of them and their numerous accomplishments.  I, along with you, eagerly await their arrival.  Waterborne!!!!!








High Speed Vessel (HSV)


Joint Venture





Source: 8th Army Public Affairs





Today at 1057 25MAR04 (KST) a UH-60 landing aboard the U.S. Army Vessel (USAV), Joint Venture, marked the first flight operations conducted aboard an Army vessel with Army aircraft in more than 30 years. 





The Joint Venture participating in USFK’s RSOI/FE, and crewed by the 45th Corps Support Group (Forward), USARPAC, is testing and extending the Army’s ability to employ HSV’s  (theater support vessels/TSV) in support of Army, Joint and Combined operations.  





Last week the Joint Venture performed the operational maneuver of an APS mechanized task force (TF 3-7) from Pusan to Pyongtek downloading 15ea Bradley Fighting Vehicles and associated vehicles and equipment in 30 minutes.  
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Today’s training was supported by Navy HS-14 (2) HH-60s from the Kitty Hawk, Flight Deck Operations personnel provided by USS Essex and (2) UH-60s from B Company, 1-52nd Aviation, Battalion, 17th Aviation Bde, 8th US Army.  USAV JV flight operations supported both the ROK/US Special Forces training, and Army Aviation Deck Qualification/Currency by 17th Aviation Brigade pilots.    





Flight Operations and Combined/Joint Operations commenced at approximately 0900 25 MAR 2004, with the arrival of two HH-60s.  After delivering military journalists and Joint Combat Camera to record the operation, the H-60s provided the platforms for the ROK/US SF teams to perform Fast Rope insertions onto JV while underway.  All SF teams from both Armies were able to perform numerous iterations from the helicopters to the U.S. Army Vessel Joint Venture (USAV-JV).





Two Army UH-60s, with both Korean domestic and international media subsequently arrived.  Once the ROK/US training was completed, flight operations commenced for the Army Aviation assets (the UH-60 crews had previously deck qualified with the Navy within the last six months). Over the course of 75 minutes, each Army Aviator was able to perform five (5) individual landings/departures extending their individual qualifications for the next six months.  This is the Army’s initial training for flight operations onboard the family of Army HSV/TSV's.    





Media pools onboard the USAV-JV covered all portions of the Joint ROK/US SF training, including several interviews with both ROK/US SF.  Expect numerous articles and television coverage over the next several day highlighting the training and historic event.





Background on USNS Corpus Christi Bay:  During the mid-sixties a Navy seaplane tender ship was recommissioned by the Army as the Army's first floating helicopter maintenance facility and named the USNS Corpus Christi Bay. It operated in Southeast Asian waters during the Vietnam War and was manned by Army personnel assigned to the 1st TC Battalion (Seaborne) until deactivated in 1975.








Continued on page 2





545th Calendar of Events


May FRG Meeting


Place: 545th Company


Date: May 5


Time: 6:00 PM


FRG Car Wash Fundraiser


Place: Fort Shafter


Date: 14 April 04


Time: 10:00 AM





Commander’s Website Gems





• � HYPERLINK "http://www.25idl.army.mil" ��http://www.25idl.army.mil� is the division website where you can find a wealth of information, including information on 17th CSB, and FRG’s.  Simply click on the units tab and scroll to the 17th CSB link.





• � HYPERLINK "http://www.armytimes.com" ��www.armytimes.com� 





• www.militaryacclimate.com is a financial-planning tool to help you map your move. 





• www.dmdc.osd.mil/sites is the Defense Department’s official site with information about military installations. 





• www.militarystudent.org offers information for military children of all age groups and their parents, educators and military leaders. 





• http://dod.mil/mtom is a site called Military Teens on the Move. 





• www.militarychild.org is an organization with connections to civilian school districts with large populations of military children, as well as Defense Department schools. 





• www.moving.org is the Web site of the American Moving and Storage Association. 





• www.armyonesource.com, www.navyone source.com, www.mccsonesource.com and www.airforceonesource.com offer personalized neighborhood profiles and other information about communities near military installations. There also are toll-free numbers for those in the United States and overseas for Military One Source programs. 





• www.lifelines.navy.mil, www.afcross roads.com, www.armymwr.com and www .usmc-mccs.org are the services’ official quality-of-life Web sites, which offer information about installations and relocation. 








Hails, Farewells, Bunnies & Promotions





Hails


SFC Joseph and Cindy Parker (545th)


SSG Darnell and Della Hlauinka (LSV-5)


SPC Dennis and Jacqueline Braun (HSV-X1)


SPC David Stamler (LSV-2)


SPC Nicholas Morash (LSV-5)


SPC Adam and Ashley Horak (LSV-5)


PFC Christopher Farrel (LSV-2)


PV2 Robert Frank (HSV-X1)





Bunnies


Congratulations to SGT Roberto and Ineabelle Vila on their new born daughter, Nai’a i Vila who was born on 20 March 04.
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