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Schofield Soldiers prepare for deployment

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS—Approximately 8,000 Soldiers are scheduled to deploy to Iraq and Afghanistan next year as part of two separate 12-month rotations in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom-Afghanistan.


“The Tropic Lightning Division is proud to have been selected for these challenging, diverse  missions in our nation’s global war on terrorism,” said  Maj. Gen. Eric T. Olson, Commanding General, 25th Infantry Division (Light) and U.S. Army, Hawaii.  “Whether in the mountains of Afghanistan or the deserts of Iraq, the Soldiers of America’s Pacific Division are proud and ready, and eager to show our Army and our nation that we are true to our motto, ‘Ready to strike!  Anywhere, anytime…’”


Approximately 4,500 Soldiers from 2nd Brigade “Warriors”, Aviation Brigade “Wings of Lightning” and 45th Corps Support Group (Forward) “We Fight to Serve” will deploy as early as February to Operation Iraqi Freedom.  

     Approximately 3,500 Soldiers from 3rd Brigade “Broncos”, Division Support Command “Lightning Support”, Aviation Brigade and the Division Headquarters will deploy in the spring, as early as April.  The mission for the division headquarters is to serve as the Combined Joint Task Force headquarters for units in Afghanistan.  The Brigade Combat Team’s mission is to conduct stability, sustainment and combat operations.
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Soldiers with various specialties will comprise the Brigade Combat Teams.  These specialties include:  field artillery, military police, military intelligence, engineers, air defense artillery and support and logistics personnel.

The new 12-month rotation policy is required throughout the Army to provide the Combatant Commander with the cohesive and stable units and teams that are fully prepared to counter the threat.  These rotation plans provide stability, continuity and predictability through a deliberate and detailed process.



     “Taking care of our family members while our Soldiers are deployed will remain a top priority,” said Olson.  “Our family readiness groups and Chaplain support programs will focus on the families so the Soldiers deployed will know their families are taken care of while they conduct this important mission.”


This deployment marks the largest unit size deployment of the 25th Infantry Division (Light) and U.S. Army, Hawaii since the Vietnam War.   Recently, more than 100 Soldiers returned from a deployment to Operation Iraqi Freedom.   

In 22 of the 62 years of the 25th Infantry Division (Light) history, Tropic Lightning Soldiers have distinguished themselves in combat operations.
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(MEDIA NOTE: For more information, contact Major Stacy Bathrick or Mr. Troy Griffin at (808) 655-2918/4221 or cell (808)271-8414))

�





�








