1st Battalion (Attack),
2d Aviation Regiment
History

1% Battalion, 2™ Aviation Regiment known as the “Gunfighters,” traces its history to January 25, 1963,
when it was constituted in the Regular Army as Company A, 2" Aviation Battalion, an element of the 2™
Infantry Division. On February 3, 1963 they were activated at Fort Benning, Georgia. In July 1965, the
2" Infantry Division relocated to Korea. The battalion reorganized and redesignated on September 16,
1988 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1 Battalion, 2" Aviation, and remained assigned to
the 2" Infantry Division (organic elements concurrently constituted and activated).

The 2™ Infantry Division was modernized with the Apache Attack Helicopter when, on June 15,
1996, 1% Battalion, 2" Aviation Regiment (Cobra) stationed on Camp Mobile, Korea deactivated. On
June 16, 1996 4™ Battalion, 501 Aviation Regiment (Apache) reflagged as 1% Battalion, 2™ Aviation
Regiment. Serving with the 2™ Infantry Division from their airfield at Camp Page, Korea, the Gunfighters
were designated to transition to the Longbow Apache (AH-64D) in late 1999. AH-64D aircraft left the
Republic of Korea in May 2000 to begin their own Longbow transition.

On January 15, 2001, the Gunfighter colors were again unfurled at Fort Hood as they formally
began their second single-station unit fielding and training program, this time with the Longbow Apache.
The 1% Battalion, 2" Aviation Regiment returned to Camp Page, Korea at the conclusion of their Fort
Hood training in September 2001.

On June 16, 2005 they were assigned to the newly formed Combat Aviation Brigade, 2"
Infantry Division. In 2005 the Gunfighters relocated from Camp Page to Camp Eagle, in Wonju, Korea.
On April 16, 2009 they were relieved from assignment to the Combat Aviation Brigade, 2" Infantry
Division in preparation for deployment to CENTCOM AOR. In March 2009, the 1°** Battalion, 2" Aviation
Regiment relocated from Camp Eagle in Wonju, Korea to Fort Carson, Colorado.

In January 2012, the Gunfighters, the most forward-deployed Apache battalion in the United
States Army, were called to provide full spectrum aviation support to Regional Command South,
Afghanistan as a member of 25" Combat Aviation Brigade (Task Force Wings).



