Assuring Transportation during Deployment

By Emily Harrison

Although it may seem less important than most pre-deployment issues, transportation is sometimes a large issue for those left behind during deployment.  Being without transportation can be one of the hardest issues to deal with, especially when a spouse is deployed.

Transportation is a very important part of day-to-day life.  Therefore, it is essential to make sure that the family car is well maintained prior to deployment.  A sudden break down of the family car could cause major problems, mostly financial.  Equally important is to make sure those persons left behind have access to and are legally able to drive the car, and also are insured to do so.  

If your spouse parks the car in a unit holding area and then deploys, the spouse left behind must have a completed release form indicating by name that they may remove the car from the holding area.  This form MUST be completed before the spouse deploys or else the car may not be removed from the unit area.  

Dealing with car problems is the last thing that anyone needs during a deployment.  Take the time to complete the Transportation Checklist below, and make sure that you are prepared to cope with issues that may arise.

- Can you legally drive?

- Do you have a current driver’s license?  If not, are you familiar with the local public transportation?

- Do you know when your driver’s license expires and how and where to apply for a new one?

- Do you have an extra set of car keys in a safe place?

- Do you know where your spouse will leave the car at the unit when leaving for deployment?

- Is the car maintenance up-to-date? Do you know when it’s due for maintenance?

- Do you know how and where to have car maintenance done?

- Do you know how to do minor maintenance yourself?

- Do you have the registration and proof of insurance in the car?

- Are you insured to drive the car?

- Are the tags and safety inspections current?

- Do you know how and when to renew the tags and do you have the paperwork?

- Do you know how and where to get a safety inspection?

- Do you have the car title and is it in a safe place?

- DO you know the name and address of the lien holder on the car?

If you are without transportation, be sure to get familiarized with the local bus schedule.  For specific routes and schedules, call “The Bus” at 848-5555 or go online to http://thebus.org/.  

