
 

Lightning Justice! 

 On 14 November 2012, at a General Court Martial, Staff Sergeant Brian K. 
Deweese, 1-14th Infantry Regiment, 2d Stryker Brigade Combat Team, was found 
guilty of one count of larceny of Government Property and eight counts of 
wrongfully selling or disposing of Government Property.  A Military Judge 
sentenced him to be reduced to the grade of E-1, to be confined for four months, and 
to be discharged from the service with a Bad Conduct Discharge. 

 Staff Sergeant Deweese, while serving as an Assistant Operations Non 
Commissioned Officer for the 1-14th Infantry, helped to conduct a 100% inventory of 
battalion staff equipment.  During the inventory process, Staff Sergeant Deweese 
identified high-value equipment that was not accounted for on the unit’s property 
book.  Over the course of about six weeks, Staff Sergeant Deweese stole several of 
the items with a total value of $129,000.   

 Staff Sergeant Deweese then advertised and traded the stolen property on 
the internet in exchange for sniper rifles, scopes and other night vision devices.  
Once the terms of the various trades were negotiated over the internet, Staff 
Sergeant Deweese mailed the stolen property to various people all over the United 
States.   

 One of the people that Staff Sergeant Deweese mailed stolen property to was 
a Texas State law enforcement officer.  The law enforcement officer contacted the 
manufacturer of one of the items that he had received from Staff Sergeant Deweese 
and discovered that it was originally sold to the 2d Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
25th Infantry Division.  He then contacted Schofield Barracks’ Criminal 
Investigation Division (CID). 

 The CID questioned Staff Sergeant Deweese, who immediately confessed to 
stealing and trading the equipment.  With Staff Sergeant Deweese’s cooperation, 
CID was able to recover all of the equipment with the exception of one item valued 
at approximately $15,800.   

Staff Sergeant Deweese’s cooperation after being caught, and his willingness 
to promptly plead guilty to his crimes after being charged, undoubtedly contributed 
to his relatively light sentence at trial.     

 


