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Lead:
Chaplains in the military are providing religious support to service members in Operation Enduring Freedom.  One Army Chaplain is using his own war experience to help guide religious guidance support in Afghanistan. spc. dan kelly has more.

Script:
for many soldiers of the 25th infantry division light, deploying to a combat zone was a new experience.  a chaplain with the 25th was with the division the last time they were at war, and recalled how his experience in the infantry brought him into the service of god one fateful day.

“Basically we were attacked by our own artillery, and had several of our guys die that day.  I thought for sure that I was going to be one of them.”

army chaplain lt. col. larry adams-thompson is the command chaplain for combined joint task force-76 in afghanistan, and started serving god that day in vietnam.

“In a moment of desperation, as I lay atop my radio (man), because he’d been hit by some shrapnel, I promised God that if he stopped the artillery that I would serve him for the rest of my life, and it stopped instantaneously. I had no idea that meant to be a pastor, much less to come back into the Army as a chaplain.”

adams-thompson said many service member must deal with death, and chaplains are there for support. 

“In any combat zone, both from my own experience and seeing others, the challenges are dealing with one’s finality. When you see other folks killed in action and your own life is threatened, that really changes your perspective on life.”

adams-thompson oversees all religious outlets to service members in afghanistan and always keeps an OPEN door to service members in need.  reporting from bagram air field afghanistan, i’m specialist dan kelly.

tag:
chaplain adams thompson and his office are in the process of setting up 35 religious support teams, consisting of a chaplain and chaplains assistant, in areas throughout afghanistan.
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