
THE 209TH SUPPORT BATTALION WAS FIRST CONSTITUTED IN THE REGULAR ARMY AS HEADQUARTERS 

AND HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT (HHD), 1ST BATTALION, 54TH QUARTERMASTER REGIMENT (HEAVY 

MAINTENANCE) ON MAY 1ST, 1936. IT WAS ACTIVATED AT FORT DEVENS, MASSACHUSETTS ON JUNE 

1ST, 1941. ON AUGUST 1ST, 1942, THE BATTALION WAS CONVERTED AND REDESIGNATED AS HHD, 1ST 

BATTALION, 54TH ORDNANCE REGIMENT (HEAVY MAINTENANCE). ON OCTOBER 7TH, 1942 IT WAS 

REDESIGNATED AS HHD, 185TH ORDNANCE BATTALION (HEAVY MAINTENANCE). ON MAY 26TH, 1943, 

THE BATTALION WAS REDESIGNATED AS HHD, 185TH ORDNANCE BATTALION. IN WWII, THE 185TH 

PARTICIPATED IN FIVE MAJOR EUROPEAN CAMPAIGNS: NORMANDY, NORTHERN FRANCE, RHINELAND, 

ARDENNES-ALSACE, AND CENTRAL EUROPE. THE BATTALION WAS DEACTIVATED IN FRANCE ON 

OCTOBER 16TH, 1946. ON MAY 28TH, 1954 THE BATTALION WAS REACTIVATED AT THE RED RIVER 

ARSENAL, IN TEXAS. THE 185TH WAS STATIONED AT FORT HOOD, TEXAS WHEN IT WAS ORDERED TO 

DEPLOY TO VIETNAM. ARRIVING IN VIETNAM ON AUGUST 2ND, 1965, THE BATTALION WAS ASSIGNED 

TO THE 29TH GENERAL SUPPORT GROUP, BASED AT LONG BINH, OUTSIDE OF SAIGON. HHD, 185TH 

ORDNANCE BATTALION WAS REORGANIZED AND REDESIGNATED AS HEADQUARTERS AND MAIN 

SUPPORT COMPANY, 185TH MAINTENANCE BATTALION (DIRECT SUPPORT) ON JULY 20TH, 1966. THE 

BATTALION REMAINED AT LONG BINH WHERE IT PERFORMED MAINTENANCE AND PROVIDED 

LOGISTICAL SUPPORT FOR NON-DIVISIONAL UNITS THROUGHOUT MILITARY REGION III, BOTH AT LONG 

BINH AND THROUGH MOBILE CONTACT TEAMS. THE 185TH MAINTENANCE BATTALION IS ONE OF ONLY 

A VERY FEW U.S. ARMY UNITS TO HOLD THE DISTINCTION OF HAVING PARTICIPATED IN 16 OF THE 17 

CAMPAIGNS OF THE VIETNAM WAR, FROM VIETNAM DEFENSE TO THE CEASE FIRE. FOR THIS, THE 

BATTALION RECEIVED A MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION. THE 185TH DEPARTED VIETNAM ON 

OCTOBER 21ST, 1972 AND WAS DEACTIVATED ON NOVEMBER 10TH, 1972 AT THE OAKLAND ARMY 

BASE, IN CALIFORNIA. ON MAY 4TH, 2004 HEADQUARTERS AND MAIN SUPPORT COMPANY, 185TH 

MAINTENANCE BATTALION WAS REDESIGNATED AND REORGANIZED AS HEADQUARTERS AND SUPPORT 

COMPANY (HSC), 209TH SUPPORT BATTALION (ORGANIC ELEMENTS CONCURRENTLY CONSTITUTED). 

THE 209TH AVIATION SUPPORT BATTALION WAS ACTIVATED AT WHEELER ARMY AIRFIELD, HAWAII ON 

NOVEMBER 16TH, 2005 AS THE AVIATION SUPPORT BATTALION FOR THE 25THCOMBAT AVIATION 

BRIGADE, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION. IN ADDITION TO HSC, THE BATTALION CONSISTS OF A 

DISTRIBUTION COMPANY, AVIATION MAINTENANCE COMPANY, AND SIGNAL COMPANY. 


