HISTORY OF THE 2ND SQUADRON, 
6TH CAVALRY REGIMENT

The 2d Squadron, 6th Cavalry was constituted 4 May 1861 and organized at Camp Scott, Pennsylvania as Company B, 6th Cavalry.  The Squadron participated in the Civil War as part of the Union’s first action in the Peninsular Campaign, 4 May 1862. For its participation in the Civil War, the unit earned sixteen battle streamers.  
Following the war, the 2d Squadron, 6th Cavalry participated in ten Indian Campaigns and was responsible for the surrender of the famous Apache chief Geronimo.  The Squadron also saw action in the Spanish-American War, storming alongside Teddy Roosevelt’s "Rough Riders" during the capture of Santiago.  Between 1916 and 1917, the 6th U.S. Cavalry participated in the punitive expedition to end Pancho Villa’s raids on American soil.
On 21 July 1942, the unit was reorganized as Troop E, 6th Cavalry, Mechanized. On 20 October 1943, the Squadron was redesignated the 28th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron as part of Patton’s "Household Cavalry," and earned the Presidential Unit Citation for its actions at the HARLANGE POCKET.  The Squadron returned from Europe in 1957, and was stationed at Fort Meade, Maryland and Fort Knox, Kentucky until 1986.
On 16 July 1986, the 2d Squadron, 6th U.S. Cavalry was activated to become part of the 6th Cavalry Brigade, and was the third unit to receive the AH-64 Apache.  In January 1988, the Squadron moved from Fort Hood, Texas to Illesheim, Germany and was formally assigned to U.S. Army Europe.
As tensions increased in the Middle East, following the August 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the Squadron deployed to Saudi Arabia, as part of Operation DESERT SHIELD. During combat operations as part of Operation DESERT STORM, the unit flew three combat missions, destroying over 200 armored vehicles, and earning the Valorous Unit Citation.
In October 1996, 2d Squadron deployed to Tuzla, Bosnia-Herzegovina in support of peacekeeping operations JOINT ENDEAVOR and JOINT GUARD.
The call to duty came again in April 1999, when the unit deployed to Albania and prepared to conduct combat operations as part of OPERATION ALLIED FORCE. Upon capitulation of Serbian forces, 2d Squadron redeployed in July 1999 to continue serving as V Corps "tip of the spear."
The 2d Squadron, 6th U.S. Cavalry deployed to Kuwait in September 2002 as part of the build-up in support of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM, participating in direct combat under V Corps until 26 June 2003, when 2d Squadron, 6th Cavalry inactivated in Germany.
The 2d Squadron, 6th Cavalry reactivated under 21st Cavalry Brigade for the Unit Fielding and Training Program on 12 September 2003 and conducted over 9 months of training at Fort Hood Texas.  The unit was certified combat ready in the AH-64D Longbow Apache in June of 2004 and prepared to return to Illesheim, Germany upon completion of training.  After redeployment to Germany, 2-6 CAV conducted training operations ensuring readiness prior to their deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom VI.
In mid-March 2005 the 2d Squadron 6th US Cavalry was deployed to Afghanistan to support OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM VI.  The unit was divided between Bagram, Kandahar, Salerno, and Jalalabad falling under Task Force Sabre and Task Force Storm.  In June 2006 the Squadron deactivated in Germany and reactivated in Hawaii. 
On 06 June 2006 the 2d Squadron 6th US Cavalry reflagged from the 1st Battalion(Attack), 25th Aviation Regiment under the 25th Combat Aviation Brigade, 25th Infantry Division Light; in conjunction with this move,  the unit traded in the AH-64 Apache for the OH-58D Kiowa Warrior.
In 2nd Squadron, 6th U.S. Cavalry quickly deployed to Iraq in June 2006 for a second tour in support of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM, performing combat operations in support of 3/25 IBCT until redeployment in October 2007.
In September 2009 the 2nd Squadron, 6th U.S. Cavalry was deployed a third time in support of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM.  The unit served under 3rd ID for the final tour of combat operations in Iraq until redeployment in August 2010.
2nd Squadron, 6th U.S. Cavalry now serves at Wheeler Army Airfield under the 25th Combat Aviation Brigade, 25th Infantry Division.  The unit remains vigilant and committed to conducting combat operations, the 2d Squadron, 6th Cavalry is "LED BY LOVE OF COUNTRY."
2ND SQUADRON, 6TH CAVALRY HONORS
Civil War: *Peninsula; *Antietam; *Fredericksburg; *Chancellorsville; *Gettysburg; *Wilderness; *Spotsylvania; *Cold Harbor; *Petersburg; *Shenandoah; *Appomattox; *Virginia 1862; *Virginia 1863; *Virginia 1864; *Virginia 1865; *Maryland 1863 
Indian Wars: Comanches; Apaches; Pine Ridge; Oklahoma 1874; Texas 1874; Arizona 1876; *Arizona 1881; *Arizona 1882; New Mexico 1882; *Colorado 1884
War with Spain: *Santiago 
China Relief Expedition: Streamer without inscription
Philippine Insurrection: Streamer without inscription
Mexican Expedition: *Mexico 1916-1917
World War I: *Streamer without inscription
World War II: *Normandy; *Northern France; *Rhineland; *Ardennes-Alsace; *Central Europe
Southwest Asia: *Defense of Saudi Arabia; *Liberation and Defense of Kuwait; *Cease-Fire 
Decorations
*Presidential Unit Citation (Army) for HARLANGE POCKET
*Valorous Unit Award for KUWAIT
*Army Superior Unit Award for 1996-1997
*Meritorious Unit Citation for AFGAHNISTAN
*Meritorious Unit Citation for OIF 2006-2008


COAT OF ARMS
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BLAZON:   
Shield:   Azure, a unicorn rampant Or.
Crest:   On a wreath of the colors Or and Azure an imperial Chinese dragon rampant Or lined Azure, grasping in its dexter claw four arrows Sable, armed and feathered Gules.    
Motto:   DUCIT AMOR PATRIAE (Led By Love Of Country).   
SYMBOLISM:
Shield:   The Regiment took part in the eastern campaigns of the Civil War, its outstanding feats being at Williamsburg, Virginia, 1862, when it assaulted intrenched works, and at Fairfield, Pennsylvania, 1863.  At Fairfield the unit engaged two enemy brigades of cavalry, completely neutralizing them and saving the supply trains of the Army, but in the process was literally cut to pieces.  This is symbolized by the unicorn, held to represent the knightly virtues and, in the rampant position, a symbol of fighting aggressiveness, combined with speed and activity.  The shield is blue, the color of the Federal uniform in the Civil War.  
Crest:   The Chinese dragon represents the Regiment’s entrance into the Forbidden City in Peking in 1900.  The arrows symbolize service in the Indian Wars.    
Background:   The coat of arms was originally approved for the 6th Cavalry Regiment on 3 March 1921.  It was amended to add a motto on 4 August 1922.  It was redesignated for the 6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized) on 24 July 1944.  It was redesignated for the 6th Constabulary Squadron on 18 December 1946.  It was redesignated for the 6th Armored Cavalry Regiment on 17 March 1949.  The insignia was amended to revise the symbolism on 27 June 1960.  The coat of arms was redesignated for the 6th Cavalry Regiment on 9 September 1974.
DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA
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Description:   A Gold color metal and enamel device 1 1/4 inches (3.18 cm) in height overall consisting of a shield blazoned:  Azure, a unicorn rampant, Or.
Symbolism:   The Regiment took part in the eastern campaigns of the Civil War, its outstanding feats being at Williamsburg, Virginia, 1862, when it assaulted entrenched works, and at Fairfield, Pennsylvania, 1863.  At Fairfield the unit engaged two enemy brigades of cavalry, completely neutralizing them and saving the supply trains of the Army, but in the process was literally cut to pieces.  This is symbolized by the unicorn, held to represent the knightly virtues and, in the rampant position, a symbol of fighting aggressiveness, combined with speed and activity.  The shield is blue, the color of the Federal uniform in the Civil War.  
Background:   The distinctive unit insignia was originally approved for the 6th Cavalry Regiment on 11 August 1922.  It was redesignated for the 6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized) on 24 July 1944.  It was redesignated for the 6th Constabulary Squadron on 21 January 1948.  It was redesignated for the 6th Armored Cavalry Regiment on 18 March 1949.  The insignia was amended to delete the motto on 23 May 1957.  The insignia was redesignated for the 6th Cavalry Regiment on 9 September 1974.
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